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1. About 10 eee 1947, André Fribourr:, a Freneck. journalist 
representing Figaro and several other paners, visited the French 
sone to make contact with a number of German political versonalities. 

By 19 September, he had spoken with the CPU leaders Boden, a 
forner Minister-Presidert, and Haberer in Koblenz; the secretary 
of Dr. tchnitt, bishop of Mainz; a director of IG Farben and a 
high-ranking Catholic priest (names no» given) in Ludwigshaferi ; 
Leibbrand, the Social Democrat Minister o% Econory; and Gtinter 
Markscheffel, Editor-in-Ci:ief of the Secisl Democratic paper 
Freineit in Nain Zo 25X1X6 


2, In his conversation with Merkscheffel, 
typical of all the conferences, Fribour;s; promulgeted the 
following: 


a. The purpose of his trip was to arréiige with German politicel 
leaders a German~French inoduseviverndi which would make 
unnecessary the merging of the French Zone into the Anglo~ 
American Bl-Zone. 


b. Influential French political circles admitted that in the 
past French policy in Germany had teen misteken, impractical, 
and incompetent, and felt thet the i‘irst protlem was to remedy 
the situation immediately. 


c. A tri-zonal merger is not the solution but is being forced 
by the Americans only because "they want to cut the throats 
of Germans as well as French." Only rapid decisions by 
courageous French and German politicians could still save 
the situetion. 


dad. The practical solution, presented ty Fribourg with the backing 
of Prench authoritative circles, ist tor France to rebuiid 
French Zone economy corpletely by furnishing all rew materials 
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required for the purpose. MWalf of tho products would be 
disposal oi the Gernan economy for hore consumption and 


et the 
export 3 


the other i:alf would go to Frence for reparations. Fribourg 


maintained that a majority of the German political leade 
had consulted commended this plan. 


e. Fribourg explained that the Anglo-Arerican conbination, 


ra he 


because 


of the thwarting of its cherished tri-zonal plans, might not 
permit the export of the amount of Ruhr coal indispensable for 
the functioning of such a project. To avoid this denger, 


Fribourg proposed that Switzerland (and intimated that 
it would corply} buy the necessary coal from the Anglo- 
Americans and resell it to German industry in French-oce 
Wirtterbery and Baden. 


upioa 


According to Fribourg, his plan is part of a larger scheme to prevent 


the formation of a western bloc, to which tue Anglo-American 
allegedly aspiring. The first step in this direction is to 
the Tri-7one from materlalizing. 


Fribourg repeatedly affirmed that his m 
was approved by General of tiie Army Koenic and made frequent 
allusions to influential Preneh political circles. 

Fribourg indicated Foret 
Minister Ridault and his following. 
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